NORTHAMPTON ROVERS FOOTBALL CLUB


Northampton Rovers v Wolverton on 5 November 1881: A match was played on Saturday afternoon by the above clubs, at Wolverton, and resulted in victory for the Rovers by a try to nil.  During the first half of the game it was very evenly contested, until, just before the call of half-time, through the combined play of the forwards and the half-backs, Tabor scored a try, but the kick at goal (which was very difficult) failed.  Soon after change of sides it became so dark that play had to be given up, but no other points were gained by either side.  All the Rovers played well together during the whole of the game.  The following comprised the teams: Northampton Rovers: Holton (back), Morris, Snedker, Carter (three-quarter backs). Allinston, Tomkins, H Malpas (half backs), Tabor (captain), C Malpas, F Malpas, Cox, Darnell, Gibbs, Chambers, Farnden (forwards). Wolverton: Elliot (back), Pollard (three-quarter back), Held, Webster (half back), Turner, Mills (captain) (quarter-backs), Cartledge, Frost, Flint, Lazenby, England, Archer, Atkins, Williams, Barley (forwards).
Newspaper report in the Northampton Mercury of Saturday 12 November 1881 accessed on 25.08.2015 at http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000317/18811112/121/0010 
Stantonbury Wasps v Northampton Rovers on Saturday  26 March 1881: The return match between the above clubs was played on Saturday last at Melbourne Gardens, and resulted, after a close contest, in a drawn game slightly in favour of the home team, the Wasps being compelled to touch down twice and the Rovers once.  Both sides played two men short.  The following were the teams: Stantonbury Wasps: Lea (captain), Pattison (backs), Burbidge, Garrett, Three-quarter backs, Turner, Pollard (half-backs,), Hough, Raffe, Williams, Aldred, Webster, Curtis and Frost (forwards). Northampton Rovers: J Jones (back), Tabor (captain), Whiteman (three-quarter backs), E Jones, H Malpas half-backs, C Garrett, Cox, Fisher, Snedker, Chambers, C Clarke, Mitchell and Cooke, forwards.

 Newspaper report in the Northampton Mercury of Saturday 2 April 1881 accessed on 25.08.2015 at http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000317/18810402/090/0009 
